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WHAT KINDERGARTENS MEAN TO mOTHERS

By Baroness Bertha VYon Bulow.

ET no woman malke the fatal mistake of Iot)l-iing‘ upon the kindergarten as
a means of relieving her from the care and responsibiity of educ'atlng
her child. Every mother, and not only every mother but every woman,
voung or old, should learn the kindergarten method given to the world by
the great and good Froebel

My aunt, the late Baroness von Maunhollz Bulow, devoted forty years of
her life to this work, and always considered the benefit was as great to the
mothers as to the chilé. Every thoughtful mother will see the benefit to her
child from the kindergartens, and will continue the work at home. My aunt
was delighted as well as amazed at the wonderful success of the kindergarten
in America, and wished always to come here and make the acguaintance per-
‘sonally of the many noble men and women who havé become interested and
ate advancing thls great foundation of education. But her health would not
permit her making the voyage. -

1 have come as @ messenger from her. I come 1o your country not as a
great speaker, nor as a great personage, but as an eéarnest woman with a mes-
sage. 1 come in the name of my aunt, whose last request was that 1 visit
America and see in her stead the great growth of the kindergarten work in
this eountry, and in view of this, she gave me her message to the American
kindetgarten workers, and particularly to the mothers of this land. I fesel,
however, that hHer forty years of devotion and labor in the great cause of educa-
tion of the lttle ones of her own country, her efforts to elevate the condition of
mothers in the lower walks of life, and her suceess in teaching women to look
upon motherhood as a sacred trust, speaks more eloquently than any words of
mine can.

The EKindergarten has done so much for mothers: Tt has taught them how
to elevate the standard not only of the child, but of the mothers, 'of the fathers
and of the entlre household. No method of education yet given to the world
has dene so much for the mother as the kindergarten, It is teaching mothers
everywhere how much they can do and how much they must do to improve the
mental, spiritual and physical conditions of their children. For generations
the theory held that up to a certain age in‘a child only the body grew; that the
mind did not develop; that it was uscless to attempt to teach a child much of
arviPing until after its sixth or seventh year. In times baclk the great major-
ity of people would say: “Oh, the child is young pgnough to wait. He or she
will learn by and by. It is not best to force the child. Nine years is plenty
young enough to send the boy to school.”

But ali the while the chlld was learning in an untrained fashion what per-
haps it sheuld not have Tearned.

The kindergarten has changed all that. It has exploded those pernicions
thecries, and the mother has learned that from the very first the child's mind
develcpe with the bpdy, and that the very carlisst training is necessary to fit
the child for what comes attar.

Women hlave been taught through
the kindergarten msthod that no mat-
education and tralning of their chil-f

(Ohom Would You loike to Resemble?

HE question, “What pergon of whom you have heard ‘or read swould you
most like to resemble, and why?' was sent gut from Stanford University
to 700 girls attending certdin public schools in California. It appeared

from tho answers that strength and bravery were the qualities most desired,

and that great men rather than great women were the objects of admiration.
The woman who had eharge of the investigation makes the comment that
“the Zeltgeist is surely and irresistibly impelling our girls to an absorption of

characteristics hitherto deemgd rmasculine. Co-educdtion is undoubtedly
greatly accelernting this consummation.” She asks, “Are we p?‘epared to see
dropping out of womanhood, hecause no longer emphaslized, the patience and
gentleness and self-saerifice and domestieity with which our mothers sweet-
ened our childhood?' But, we agk, is the deduction of the instructor that the
gentler qualities are dropping out of womanhood justified by the premises?
Have not womenly women in all ages admired strength and bravery? And
have not young girls of all tlmes been inelined to hero worship? About
twenty-five ‘years ago, before we heard of the new woman, the highest ambi-
tion of a boisterous glrl was to live the life of an Indian, She dellghted in
books of adventure, threw away her dolls, and preferred to climb trees or take
part In other boyish sports, Her gentle mother was in despair, and feared
she would never be tamed. But to-day she Iz one of the most ferinine and
domestic of women—and her early experisnces serve to make her the delight-
{ul companion of a group of manly Foys. Another girl of that time, who often
repeated the regret that she had not been a boy, is as thoroughly content now
to be confined in what Ig called strictly “woman's sphere” as the most zealous
opponent of the new woman could wiah. The prayer of an old priest was,
“Lord, make the boye pure and the maldens hrave.” And when a hearer said,
“Nay, good Father, you mean make the maldens pure and thg young men
brave,” the prigst replied: “Nature has taken care of that; I meant just what
1 =aid.” So, If co-edudalion does tend to the absorption by the girls of such
characteristics as strength and bravery, “hitherto deemed masitnline,'” is there
cause for regret? And is it not probable that the boys on their part may
absorb some of the desirable qualities of womanhood?

To wash gloves, have ready a little new miik In one saucer and a plece of
brown Soz2p In anecther, and a clean cloth or towel folded two or three times,
On the cloth spread out the glove smoothly and neatly., Take a plece of flan-
nel, dip it in the milk, then rub off a good quéantity of soap on to the wetted
flannel, and begin to rub the glove downward toward the fingers, holding It
firmly with the left hand.

ter how rmuch they have to do, they ean
always find some time to devole to the
education and training of their chil-

dren. They have been taught through
the kindergarten the responsibility of
motherhood, ;m:i the science of moth-
¢rhood, so to speak. They have learn-
ed how much better thsir homes are
¢or the Influence of the kindergarten

The kinderzarten is the great factor
which is rapidiy changing social con-
ditions. The interest which all edu-
catars in the civilized world are taking
in the methods of the kindergarten
‘speaks volumes for i

The searching and reaching out of
the ehild from its earliest infancy Is
satlsfied by the kindergarten methods,
if the mother teaches her little one
properly. And not only satisbed, but
this thirsting for _}mnw‘.lcdgc Is devel-
oped by training.

The srgritual deyelopment of the
child depends on the mother, If only
all women could learn the kindergar-
ten methods there would be no crime
in thiz world. The kindergarten has
taught the mother to train her child
to respect the rights of others, and this
is the great seoret of happiness und
morality. The klndergarten is the
pathway by which mothers lead thelr
childien to higher plains of education.
It is the means by which the minds of
the little ones are developed and
strengthened to higher ideals.

The education of the child by the
methods of (he kindergarten is the
foundation in which is established a
higher patriotism, & nobler citizenship
and a lovely Christianity. It ig the
means by which the world may become
perfect.

-AH women should Ianrn this method.
Firét begin to educate in the cradle,
next in the kindergarten, then comes
the school, then the eollege and then
the daily and great sducation of the

world,
BERTHA VON BULOW.




